
 

 

 
 
 
 
12” STUMP GRINDER 

 

 
Towing - DO NOT exceed 45 MPH. 

 
Before You Begin  
 Dig away the earth and remove any stones near the tree stump that may interfere with your work.  

 Check that the ground is free of foreign objects, such as electrical cables, barbed wire, etc.  
 

A - Control Levers  
1. Familiarize yourself with all of the Control Levers and their functions before 
operating the stump grinder. 
 

B - Starting the Gas Engine 
2. Turn the Ignition Switch to the “ON” position.  
3. Make sure the Fuel valve is in the open position (green tie and/or push toward 
motor). 
4. Move the Choke to the left or away from the motor (leave in the run position to 
the right if the engine is already warm).  

SAFETY NOTE: The Lever must be held down for the Engine to start and continue running. If you need 
to stop the machine quickly for any reason, let go of the Lever.  
SAFETY NOTE: The grinder blade must be up from the ground before starting the engine. The blade 
will start rotating as soon as the engine is on. 

5. Hold down the Lever and slowly pull the Starter Cord until you feel resistance, 
then pull quickly. The Cord will recoil back into position.  
6. As the engine warms up, slowly adjust the Choke toward the motor. Wait until the 
engine runs smoothly before each Choke adjustment.  
7. When the Engine is warmed up and running smoothly, ensure that the Choke is 
fully in the run position (closer to the engine).  
 
C - Stopping the Engine  
1. Release the Lever to stop the Engine.  
2. Turn the Ignition Switch to the “Off” position and to the left.  
3. Move the Fuel valve to the close position (red tie and/or away from motor) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The stump grinder is a direct drive unit and therefore the cutter wheel will 
rotate as soon as the engine starts. It is very important to hold the wheel above 

the ground. 
Always stand behind the control handle; never leave this position while cutter is 
running. 

 
D – Operating the Stump Grinder 
1. Push cutter to the front edge of the stump. 
2. Raise the cutting wheel off the ground 4" to 5" by pushing downward on 
control handle -- Hold in position. 
3. Start the engine (see section B) -- you must depress and hold the operator's 
presence control. 
4. While allowing the front cutter wheel to come into contact with stump, move the 
control handle back and forth (left & right) cutting 1" to 2" of wood each pass. 
5. As the stump is ground away, release brake (raise lever) and move cutter further 
into stump, re-lock brake and continue grinding. 
6. When finished, shut off engine, allow cutter wheel to stop, park cutter and fill the 
hole with the wood chips from the grinding. 
 
E – Rental Stop Helpful Tips 
* When it is desired to cut smaller roots, it is more effective to do so before, rather 
than after, cutting stump. 
* Wood chips are contained and directed by the deflector between the wheels and 
out the back. Should there be excessive wood chip build-up, shut off cutter and move 
out of position and rake it away. 
* On larger stumps, if you continue to cut from one location, the wheel may want to 
roll into the hole. Before this happens, move to a different side of the stump to 
continue. 
* Fill the hole with the wood chips from the grinding. 
 
 
 


